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Sourcing Silver and Silver-Plated Flatware
Sourcing silver and silver-plated flatware is one of the first (and often most confusing) steps for new silverware artists. Understanding the difference between materials and knowing where to look can save time, money, and frustration — especially when you’re just getting started.
Note: Silver content and composition can vary by maker, era, and country. These guidelines are based on common industry indicators and personal studio experience, not laboratory testing.
Types of Silver to Consider:
· Silver-Plated: This is the material most silverware jewelry artists begin with. Affordable, widely available, and sturdy for crafts like jewelry (rings, necklaces). Easy to work with.
· Sterling Silver: Higher cost but superior quality. Look for "925" or "800" marks (the latter often German).
Sourcing Options:
· Fork and Silver: A curated collection of vintage patterns with artisan-friendly notes. forkandsilver.com.
· Etsy: Shop bulk lots of upcycled flatware—spoons, forks, knives, and pre-cut pieces—from multiple sellers.
· eBay: Search for scrap silverplate or sterling lots using terms like "silverplate craft lot" or "mismatched silverware for jewelry."
· Thrift Stores & Garage Sales: Affordable, inspect pieces for patina and condition before buying. Antique finds possible at good prices.
· Estate Sales: Can yield quality or antique sterling silver flatware.
Best Practices for Sourcing and Evaluating Flatware:
· Hallmark Identification: Use a magnifier to check for silver marks on the back of handles—the best way to confirm silver content.
· Assessment of Tarnish: Sterling silver tarnishes black/gray; plated items may show purple, green, or blue shades from base metals.
· Weight & Sound Test: Sterling is heavier, cool to the touch, and "pings" when tapped; plated items are lighter and sound dull.
· Magnet Test: Solid silver isn’t magnetic. If attracted, it’s not solid silver (though some plated pieces are also non-magnetic).
When in doubt, start with lower-cost pieces and practice before investing in sterling or rare patterns.
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